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1.0 Abstract 

The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) maintains a database of more than 453 
shipwrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in northwest Wales. The list was compiled 
between 2001 and 2009 when MADU was working under license on the Welsh designated 
wreck site known as the Diamond. The wrecks date from 1590 to 1993. Very few of these 
wrecks have been substantially investigated. During the coronavirus outbreak and 
subsequent quarantines of 2020 and 2021, an on-line research project was undertaken to 
provide a way for MADU friends and family to remain connected while accomplishing an 
interesting maritime historical task. 

On a particularly stormy Friday night in September 1858, the Isabel, a schooner hailing 
from the port of Liverpool, was blown onto the northern bar of Port of Barmouth. The details 
of the wreck are unclear, however according to sources, two of her crew were rescued by 
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution crew out of Barmouth.    

This online research project utilizes online and print resources while practicing safe social-
distancing protocols, to synthesize historical information concerning the Isabel, a ship on 
the MADU database, including the circumstances of her loss, details of the owners and crew, 
the cargo carried and other history. In the following pages you will find a brief introduction, 
a description of the research methodology, as well as a the results and analysis of the 
findings. Concluding remarks and suggestions for future study proceed a robust resource 
section.  
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3.0  Introduction 

On the northwest coast of Wales there is a long history of shipwrecks. Maritime life on these 
shores began before recorded history and pieces of that history are being lost with the 
passage of time and the deterioration of artifacts. The Malvern Archaeological Dive Unit 
(MADU) seeks to explore this history. Through events and projects above and below the 
water, the men and women of MADU wish not only to identify artifacts but to understand 
and interpret the lives of the sailors and their families; lives changed by sea.  

MADU maintains a database of more than four-hundred wrecks. Some entries in the 
database contain a great deal of information. Physical coordinates, crew lists, dive trails for 
modern day adventurers to explore, dates, times, crew and cargo; this data goes on and 
on. Other ships included in the database have very little known information. At the onset, a 
ships name and a supposed date were almost all MADU database held.   

During the coronavirus outbreak and subsequent quarantines of 2020 and 2021, an on-line 
research project was undertaken to provide a way for MADU friends and family to remain 
connected while accomplishing an interesting maritime historical task. The task was to 
research, using online, print, and socially-distant methods each of the ships included in the 
MADU database. Researchers, members, and friends of the Malvern Archaeological Dive Unit 
and the Nautical Archaeological Society (NAS) chose ships and wrecks of personal interest 
to investigate.  

In the March of 2021, while quarantine time continued, I joined this project to connect with 
others and explore historical research data connected to four of my interests; family, sailing, 
scuba, and archaeology (though not always in that order).  

From December of 2020 and continuing to the present, my family and I are living our 
lockdown days on our 15 meter cruising sailboat, Vivaldi in the Mediterranean. We are 
currently moored in Catania, Sicily, awaiting the end of the days of lockdown, hoping to 
continue our journey to Croatia for the summer months. My wife and I are homeschooling 
two of our three children, a thirteen year old girl, Ilsa, and a three year old boy, Thørin. Our 
oldest daughter, Isabelle, is a pre-med student at Pacific Lutheran University in Washington, 
USA. This oldest daughter’s name and spelling, prompted me to take on the wreck of the 
Isabel. Throughout her adolescents she was always quick to humorously point out the her 
name is the truly correct spelling. This would be a great, light-hearted homage to her.  

As a sailor, I have great interest in sail-craft, traveling, and boats. I often wonder about the 
history of wrecks marked on charts and the lives of their sailors. I, of course, do whatever I 
can to avoid being a shipwreck on those charts! I often daydream about past harbors 
changing through the passage of time. I imagine, like every sailor, of the treasures awaiting 
down below and I am drawn by the romantic endeavor of traveling by the power of the wind 
and wave. 

My proficiency in scuba was born out of a love for water and the undersea world and was 
nursed by boating-necessity, before growing into a full-fledged hobby/obsession. The 
undersea world is like no other. The sounds and sights never cease to amaze, the gear is 
fascinating, the locales offer opportunities for travel and of course, there are more practical 
aspects. There is much work to do under a boat and especially while living aboard full time. 
Acquiring the skills and tools to accomplish many of these tasks is much more cost efficient 
than paying someone else to do them for you; at least that is what I tell my wife.  
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I have been married to a beautiful and talented woman named Elizabeth for nearly fifteen 
years. She is a spectacular partner and I can’t imagine traveling the world with anyone else. 
She is a fantastic skipper and she can see the wind in the sails in a way I can hardly even 
describe. I would want to sail with no other. 

Lastly, I have been interested in archaeology for as long as I can remember, particularly 
maritime archaeology. During my undergraduate studies, I spent a brief time living/studying 
near the Yigal Allon Museum at Kibbutz Ginosar, Israel; near the “Jesus Boat.”  I was able to 
do field work on the Bethsaidi dig during the summer of 1996. Later, while doing graduate 
work in Copenhagen, Denmark, I would take visiting friends and family on tours of the 
Viking Ship museum at Roskilde. My research background is in the social sciences having 
completed masters and doctoral work at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA.  

I am forever taking my kids on homeschool field trips to ruins and archaeological museums, 
and a walk on the beach with me can often take the better part of a day. I wonder what is 
underneath the stones and hills and rocks. I image who were the people who lived there 
and I have a yearning to know all I can about their lives. These interests intersect so very 
well at the point of the MADU online research project.  

This research project investigates the Isabel, ship number 135 on the MADU list. She was 
run aground on the northern bar outside the Port of Barmouth on the 18th of September 
1858. 

At the beginning of this project the MADU database contained the following information:  

During the springtime of 2021, I was able to use online navigation tools, search engines and 
online database, and print media to gather additional information on the Isabel, her crew, 
the wreck, and her rescue. 

In the following sections of this report, I will share the background and history of the Isabel 
run aground on the Northern Bar of Barmouth Harbor as reported in the printing of the 
London Daily News and others. You will also find the research methodology, results and 
analysis. I offer some of my conclusions and recommendations before listing the references 
and resources used in this online research project.  

My hope is this will be a jumping off point for future researchers who may connect more 
deeply with the wreck of the Isabel and especially those who may desire to explore the 
waters near the Bar where she was lost. 

MADU 
Ref. No.

Date 
Wrecked

Name Location 1 Location 2 Details Vessel Type

135 18/09/1858 Isabel Cardinganshire Barmouth Wrecked on the Bar Schooner

Table 1. MADU Database Isabel
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4. Background 

The preceding article was published in the London Daily News on the morning of Thursday, 
the 23rd of September 1858. It was also published in the Saturday, September 25, 1858, 
edition of the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser. The newspaper 
bulletin gives us a foundation for this research project. From the onset, we know these 
facts, that the Isabel, a schooner hailing from Liverpool, was driven to shore near the north 
bar of the port of Barmouth in a storm on Friday night, September the eighteenth. We also 
know that the Barmouth Royal National Lifeboat Institution crew was able to save some (2) 
of the crew. 

A following article was later published in the London Daily News, October 8, 1858. This 
article highlighting the work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) is entitled, 
“Preservation of Life from a Shipwreck.” The article presents the minutes of a meeting a 
meeting had at the RNLI house and the business of the meeting. In those minutes is 
printed, 

“The thanks of the institution were also voted to the Rev. 0. Lloyd Williams, 
and 5l. 10s. to the crew of the Barmouth lifeboat, for putting off in her and 
rescuing the crew of two men of the fiat Isabel, of Liverpool, which during a 
gale of wind was wrecked on Barmouth Bar, on the 19th ult. With the dawn of 
that day the two men were seen clinging to the rigging. The lifeboat was 
immediately launched, and after half an hour's pull the vessel was reached, 
and her crew taken off in safety” 
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These are the details known about the wreck of the Isabel. In the following pages you will 
find the results from my research on the Isabel, her master, location and more. Some 
analysis, conclusions and recommendations follow. Lastly you will find a list of the resources 
consulted during this project.  
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5. Results  

In this section of the research project on the schooner, Isabel, the article from the London 
Daily News provides the format.  

The article announcing the wreck on Barmouth Bar begins with a brief report on the 
weather. The ‘heavy gale’ is given credit for ‘driving’ the Isabel onto the bar. A heavy gale is 
a quite precise nautical understanding of the winds.. The U.S. National Weather Service 
defines a gale as 34–47 knots of sustained surface winds. In current nautical contexts,  
forecasters typically issue gale warnings when winds of this strength are expected. Some 
weather forecasting agencies identify winds as low as 28 knots as a gale.  

The Beaufort scale, a common measurement of wind, defines a gale as wind from 50 
kilometers per hour to 102 kilometer per hour. It is an empirical measure for describing 
wind speed based mainly on observed conditions. On the original 1810 Beaufort wind force 
scale, there were four different "gale" designations. For the use of understanding the wreck 
of the Isabel, a “heavy gale” can be understood as a strong wind, in which a ship is reduced 
to storm-staysails and close-reefed main-topsail. Force 10. 

Table 2 . Gale Force 

Wind force 
Beaufort Scale Original name km/h knots Sea state

7 Moderate gale 50–61 28–33 Rough–Very rough

8 Fresh gale 62–74 34–40 Very rough–High

9 Strong gale 75–88 41–47 High

10 Whole gale 89–102 48–55 Very High
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The London Daily News bulletin describes the Isabel as a schooner. A schooner is sailing ship 
with split rig plan, like the ketch and yawl, including a fore and aft mast system. The 
foremast is typically shorter than the main, as you can see on the image below.  

It is unknown exactly where the name schooner originated, but there is good evidence of 
them from the early 17th century in paintings by Dutch marine artists. The name 
"schooner" first appeared in North America in the early 1700s. The name may be related to 
a Scots language word meaning to skip over water, or to skip stones. 

The schooner rig was used in vessels with a wide range of purposes. A fast hull and good 
ability to sail into the wind was useful for privateers, blockade runners, slave ships, smaller 
naval craft and even opium clippers. Smaller schooners, sometimes called packets, were 
built for the speedy travel of small loads. According to sources, fruit schooners were noted 
for their quick passages, taking their perishable cargoes on such routes as the Azores to 
Britain.  

The ease of handling in shallow and tight harbors waters helped to make the schooner a 
common rig into the 19th century. A schooner was also able to sail with a  smaller crew. In 
British home waters, schooners usually had cargo-carrying hulls that were designed to take 
the ground in drying harbors, some even able to be unloaded while grounded on the 
foreshore. The Isabel is identified as a schooner and as such we can imagine her with a 
split-rigged plan, skipping across the water between ports during her career as a cargo ship. 
Let’s get to know Isabel a little better, and we start with Lloyd’s List.  

The newsletter, Lloyd’s List, has been a reliable and concise source of information on the 
shipping industry for more than three hundred years. Edward Lloyd, the "coffee man", as he 
called himself, operated a coffee house in London. The coffee house served as a meeting 
place for merchants wishing to exchange news, as well as for those wishing to negotiate 
insurance on vessels and cargo. 

Lloyd began publishing a weekly newsletter based on the information shared and needed by 
his patrons. According to historian Michael Palmer, the first iteration of this newsletter was 
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titled as, ‘Ships Arrived at and Departed from several Ports of England, as I have Account of 
them in London... [and] An Account of what English Shipping and Foreign Ships for England, 
I hear of in Foreign Ports’”. This regular publication began no later than January of 1692. 

Lloyd's List continues to be one of the world's longest continuously running journals of 
maritime information. Movements and casualties of ships are recorded in “The List.” Today, 
several searchable Lloyd’s List archives exist for research on the internet. The Royal 
Museum of Greenwich (RMG) maintains one such list. The RMG research guide states ships 
are categorized first by date and then the name of the ship, “The name of the ship’s master, 
if known, is given in smaller letters following the ship’s name. Where there are several 
vessels of the same name, the name is usually listed only once, and the following entries 
are arranged roughly in alphabetical order by the names of the masters, with sailing vessels 
first, followed by steamers.”  

In this project we are looking for a schooner named Isabelle run aground in September of 
1858. In Lloyd’s List there are several ships named Isabel. My daughter would quickly point 
out that there are Isabelle’s, Isobel’s, and Isabella’s included as well. In research such as 
this, using the correct name is important. This is a lesson I have learned as a father and 
again as a researcher. During the writing phase of this project, Ian Cundy, from MADU 
reminded me of this also. In my initial research, I found myself leaving one Isabel for 
another. My own research quickly running aground. Thanks to Ian, I began to follow the 
Isabel in a more tactical way. We begin this look tracking with Lloyd’s List 1856.  
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There are listed seven vessels named Isabel in the 1856 volume, as you can see in the 
images above. Four of these vessels were schooners, indicated by the Sr in the second 
column from the left. The masters names are listed in the third column and you can see that 
the masters of the schooners named Isabel are listed as J. Cargile / F. Harris / H. Harris / 
Sumner. Only two of the schooners named Isabel of these have Liverpool as their home port 
(Masters - F. Harris / Sumner).  The home port for H. Harris remains blank, so unknown. 

Continuing with this research and moving into the 1857 volume of Lloyd’s List, we are 
starting to narrow down the list to identify our Isabel., there are now eight vessels named 

Isabel, 4 of which 
were schooners 
(Masters - J. Cargill / 
F. Harris / Sumner / 
T. Towells). Note 
here that Master 
Cargill’s name is 
spelled differently 
than the year before.  

Only two of the 1857 
Isabel’s have 
Liverpool as their 
home port (Masters - 
F. Harris / Sumner). 
Our list is getting 
smaller. 

The search for the Isabel who will run aground in Barmouth Bay and from whom only two 
crew members will be saved, continues to investigate the online archive of the 1858 volume 
of Lloyd’s List.  This is the fateful year, when in September, our Isabel will meet her demise.  
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There are, listed in 1858, are eight vessels named Isabel, two of which were schooners 
(Masters - J. Cargill / F. Harris), and none have Liverpool as their home port, but the 
columns against Masters F. Harris & Sumner are blank. I note here that it was the Brig 
Isabel that I mistakenly identified as our schooner Isabel early on in my research, leading 
me to a few wildly incorrect assumptions.  

We will stick to schooners, and mostly Isabels, as you will see. In the 1858 edition of Lloyd’s 
List, as you can see from the image above, two vessels named Isabella with masters named 
Sumner & T. Towells, are included. Since these masters commanded Isabel’s with the same 
identifiers in the previous years, it  is deduced that these are ships ought to be listed as the 
Isabel from the previous years (see Fig 6). It seems as though I am not the only one with a 
scriveners error. 

In the 1859 volume, there are seven vessels named Isabel, two of which were schooners 
(Masters - F. Harris / T. Towells), and none have Liverpool as their home port, but the 
columns against Master F. Harris remains blank. In the 1860 volume, there are seven 
vessels named Isabel, two of which were schooners (Masters - F. Harris / T. Towells), and 
none have Liverpool as their home port, but the columns against Master F. Harris remains 
blank. 

Concluding from this search there is only one Isabel disappearing from the register after 
1858. This Isabel is a schooner (Sr) hailing from the port of Liverpool. This reflects the 
article chronicling the wreck of our particular Isabel. This research and deduction lead us to 
believe that this is, in fact, the Isabel, lost in Barmouth Bay and her master at the time was 
named Sumner.  

Table 3. Lloyd’s List Entry Isabel 

Using the Heritage and Education Center website at Lloyd’s List, I was able to locate the 
survey document for our Isabel. The Isabel was surveyed on the 24th of August 1854. The 
included original documents provide a great depth of information on the Schooner Isabel. 

The Isabel was forty-nine feet long aloft with a breadth of fourteen feet and a hull depth of 
five feet. She is built on an almost entirely English oak frame and a white oak outside 
planking. From the survey we even know that 7/8 inch iron bolts were used to fasten the 
keel to the floor of the hull. She was built in dry dock in Northwich in 1850 and was destined 
to be a coaster.  

At the time of the survey she carried eight sails in her sail plan, 120 fathoms of 7/8 inch 
chain and two anchors and she carried one longboat. This survey and certification cost the 
owners, Fitch & Co., just shy of four pounds.  

Name Master Tons Build Owners Port Desitned 
Voyage

Isabel Sumner 51 Nthwh Firth & Co Liverpool Liverpool 
Coaster
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The Isabel was surveyed by William Perkins and granted a rating of A1 for six years. The 
complete survey documents tell us a great deal about the construction of the Isabel. The 
complete high resolution document is included as Appendix 9.1.   

Fig 9. Survey of the Schooner Isabel 

The article’s published in the London Daily News, identify the wreck site as the North Bar of 
the Port of Barmouth. Being a sailor myself, I was interested in seeing what this might look 
like on a chart. Using the online chart viewing app, Navionics, I was able to pull up the chart 
below.  

It is easy to see why a 
ship could easily 
become grounded in 
this area. The depth is 
printed on the map. 
The current chart 
identifies “The Bar” and 
one can see the finger 
on the North side of the 
port entrance. The 
chart states, “The 
depth over the bar are 
subject to frequent 
change. The buoys are 
moved as necessary.”   

16

Fig 10. Barmouth Bay.



With a ship snaring hazard so near to the port entrance, it is no wonder that the Barmouth 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) is such an important fixture in the history of 
Barmouth.  

The Barmouth Lifeboat Station was established in 1828, and is one of the oldest in the 
United Kingdom. The town can be proud of its long association with the lifeboats service. 
Historian Henry Parry credits the RNLI with saving two crew members from the Isabel. He 
writes, “Another two were saved from the schooner Isabel which went aground on the North 
Bank on September 18, 1858.” The Barmouth station, which is still in existence has had 
many call outs, which were answered without hesitation and these men possessed 
determination to succeed in their mission. The history of the lifeboat station is quite 
interesting from past to present, however I was able to find no additional information on the 
wreck of the Isabel.  

The Lloyd’s List documents list the master of the Isabel as named Sumner. I continued my 
search at the Crew List Index Project (CLIP). According to the CLIP website,  

The CLIP site provides information and data about the records of British 
merchant seafarers, mainly from 1863 to 1913. Even after twenty years of 
work by ourselves and others, the millions of entries transcribed are only a 
small sample of the huge volume of crew documents scattered across many 
archives. This site is designed to help you to find records of a merchant 
seafarer, either from our data, or from other data sites, or by helping you find 
the original documents so that you can order copies. 

A search using the TNA and CLIP search engines did not bring conclusive information. 
Additional searches on the British Newspaper Archives, the Later Day Saints genealogy site 
and ancestry.com provided some options but nothing conclusive to identify the master Sumner 
or continue this research. there are, however at least three options. 


The first is James Sumner, 
born 1820 and certified as 
Master in Liverpool.





John Sumner is the next potential Master of 
the Isabel. This Master Sumner was born in 
1825, making him 33 at the time of the 
wreck. He was certified as Master in 
Liverpool in 1852.
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The third Master Sumner who may have been the Master of the Isabel on her last 
voyage and who was listed as the Master in several previous years LLoyds’ List,  may 
have been Master William Sumner. William Sumner was also certified as Master 
1852. More information would be needed to identify the correct Master Sumner of 
this particular 
Isabel. None 
of the articles 
name the two 
s a i l o r s 
rescued by 
t h e R N L I . 
This might be 
another point 
of entry for a 
researcher in 
the future.  

According to the Lloyd’s List Registry of Ships, the owner of the Isabel is listed as 
Firth and Co. In a search a modern Firth and Co. Wine Merchants was quickly 
identified. I reached out to Andrew Firth, the President of Firth & Co. Andrew Firth 
responded quickly and they are not the historic owner of the Isabelle. A.D. Firth & 
Co, Solicitor; and a Firth & Co. Construction also emerged in a variety of Google 
searches. Perhaps a researcher in the future may find a connection to the Firth & Co. 
which will provide more inroads into the wreck of the Isabel.   

It is unclear which shipbuilder in Northwich built the Isabel it is highly unlikely the 
famous Northwich shipyard, WJ Yarwood and sons were the builder as the founder 
William James Yarwood was born the year the Isabel was built. 

In this section, we have looked briefly at the published reports of the wreck of the Isabel, 
her master and the location of the wreck. We have considered her place of construction and 
have lifted-up the lifesaving work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute. In the following 
section we will explore the research methodology used in completing this online research 
project during the quarantined days of the Coronavirus outbreak of 2020 and 2021. 
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6. Research Methodology 

This section describes my research methodology, including the tools and online resources I 
used in completing this report. Work began on this research project in March of 2021, 
during the time my family and I were living full time on our sailboat on the Italian coast. I 
am thankful for mobile wifi and the Vodafone mobile router and sim cards that kept me 
connected to the outside and online world. I used an Apple MacBook Pro laptop. The 
MacBook was up-to-date running MacOS Catalina 10.15.7. Internet Explorer is my internet 
browser and Google and Google Scholar were most used search engines. I used Windy and 
Navionics Chart Plotter for creating the  sail plan and navigational charts and plotting the 
wreck site. I use Apple Pages as my word processor and the final document was saved as a 
pdf.  

My research began with the MADU database as provided by the Ian Cundy. I cannot express 
my gratitude sufficiently. Ian was so helpful to me during this project. While not a new 
researcher, this was my first go in many of these archives. Ian was quick to offer support 
and advice as well as scanning the appropriate pages of Henry Parry’s, Wrecks and Rescues 
on the Coast or Wales and sending them as email attachments. Ian also was quickly able to 
spot a mistake in my ship identification and pull me off the wrong track, saving me from 
wrecking the wrong Isabel.  

The MADU database was a jumping off point and a Google search or two brought my to the 
online and searchable British Newspaper Archives (BNA) and a bulletin first published in the 
London Daily News. While there, I was also able to find a Manchester printing of the same 
article. From there I moved on to Lloyd’s List, available through the Royal Museum of 
Greenwich.  

I quickly needed a Lloyd’s List tutorial which was provided by the Royal Museum, Wikipedia, 
and historian Michael Palmer. I continued to use Google and Google Scholar to locate 
additional primary sources. Online searches included, Isabel, Isabel 1858, Isabel 1858 
wrecks, Isabel, Sumner, Isabel 1858 Barmouth, and so on.  
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Using Navionics and Windy, I looked at wind and tide information for September to better 
understand what the water conditions could have been. The image above shows the Bar on 
the North side of the Port entrance.  

The Heritage and Education Center of Lloyd’s List was an amazing resource. It is here where 
I found the primary documents from the 1854 survey of the ship. Between the Registry of 
Ships and the Survey documents, I could identify this particular ship as the Isabel run 
aground in Barmouth, built in Northwich. 

The MADU database identifies that the Isabel was a wooden sailing vessel, more specifically 
a schooner hailing from Liverpool. Using Google and Google scholar, I found more 
information about schooners and shipbuilding in Northwich at the time. 

My research then took a new turn. I started to Google and Google image dive shops and 
underwater photography in the area. I was quickly directed to a WalesOnline article entitled, 
“The Hidden Wrecks of You Never Knew Were There.” This article highlights a few of the 
many wrecks and hulks to be found in NW Wales. While the article does not list the Isabel, 
the photos are beautiful and the article identifies why we do the things we do. Following the 
collection of data, I began to write and rewrite this article in late April and early May.  

In the next section, I offer a few conclusions and recommendations for future investigatory 
work on the Isabel and conclude this research project with a list of resources for continued 
research. 
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7. Conclusions & Recommendations    

I am thankful for this project for several reasons. While I am no newbie when it comes to 
social-science research, I am quite new to using many of these archives and sources. I have 
no doubt that with more practice I would be able to delve deeper into the history of the 
Isabel and her crew. I also believe that the history of the RNLI would be a spectacular 
project for someone in the future. 

I am grateful for this project affirming my own interests. Using my own instincts and gifts 
has helped me to follow a research path that could have brought to light new information. I 
would love to see where someone else starting with this same information a might be led by 
the Isabel.  

I am learning so much. I am learning new skills and strategy for using Lloyd’s List to 
identify a single ship from a list of ships of the same name, (Isabel, Isabelle, Isobel, 
Isabella, to name a few). Using a larger time frame and being open to scrivener errors in 
the primary documents has been very helpful in this case and is a skill I will continue into 
the past.  

I am also pleased to get to know another part of the world. I love to travel and although I 
never left the comfort of my own laptop while chasing Isabel, I feel that through this 
project, I have been introduced to new harbors, communities, people, and locales. Perhaps 
someday in the future, I will be able to walk along these shores or better yet carefully sail 
and dive in these waters. I would love to meet the people effected by the wreck of the 
Isabel. I would love to see the new lifeboats of the RNLI as well as relieving the history of 
Barmouth and the surrounding countryside.  

I am also so grateful to get to know a few of my fellow researchers in the process. I have 
read many of the other reports created during this project and have caught glimpses of the 
writers in each and every one. I have sent countless emails to the other researchers. I have 
seen your pictures on the NAS or MADU websites and I have stalked, friended, followed, 
liked, or added several on social media. It is a joy.  

I would approximate my research, writing and editing time to be just short of 50 hours. I 
spent a great deal of time being led on wild goose chases, examining charts, reading about 
other Isabels, shopping for scuba gear, planing new adventures, etc., but the bulk of time 
was focused on this specific wreck. It was a steep learning curve using new research tools 
and archives as well as some geography lessons. If I was beginning again, I would be much 
more efficient.  

I would not recommend a group or NAS club or dive school event focused solely on the 
Isabel, at this point. A more captivating story would be helpful to bring interest to a broader 
base of people. There is too little information to garner the support or drum up the interest 
for a large group. There are better wrecks to choose from in the area. A trip to visit the 
museum of the RNLI would be a worthwhile addition to a diving trip in the area. 

However, for a shipbuilding or surveying course I would highly recommend using the 
primary survey documents included here to get to know historic shipbuilding techniques. 

Being closer to the wreck site and finding a personal connection would be the best way to 
continue any research into this wreck. There seems to be many leads. Sumner, Northwich, 
Fitch & Co., the RNLI might all bring fruitful research opportunities. While online research on 
focused solely on Isabel seems to have come to an end. A personal or local connection may 
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bring new life to this project. Without that connection, the research energy might be best 
expended on another site, in my humble opinion. 
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